A case of splenic abscess during treatment of interstitial pneumonia.
We experienced a case of a 76-year-old man who developed a splenic abscess while undergoing treatment for interstitial pneumonia. Splenic abscess-like abnormal intensities were accidentally found by the chest computed-tomography (CT) examinations 3 weeks after the initiation of corticosteroids and immunosuppressive treatment for interstitial pneumonia. An ultrasonography-guided percutaneous aspiration test resulted in the isolation of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA). Since colonized MRSA had been detected intermittently from sputum after admission and the patient risked bloodstream infection from an indwelling central venous catheter and intubation, we suspected that the organism colonized in the airway had spread into the bloodstream via these devices. Although CT-guided percutaneous drainage followed by postoperative antibiotic therapy are normally required for the treatment of splenic abscess, the patient was successfully treated by the administration of vancomycin without drainage.